Sustainable Construction in the Retail Market

Survey 1

Bed Bath & Beyond / Christmas Tree Shops

Paramus, NJ

150,000 SF

(100,000 SF is retail space, 50,000 SF is parking garages)

Thank you for taking the time to look through some survey questions for my research on sustainable buildings and the retail market. I’m looking at this portion of the construction industry, as it has not embraced sustainable building methods as quickly as other parts of the industry. I’m interested in finding out what some of the reasons retail construction is lagging are as well methods of construction management that can be used to help integrate sustainable building into retail projects. 
All responses can be emailed to djb350@psu.edu
Some characteristics of these retail buildings are:

-Many retail buildings being built from a prototype plan. Cost impacts are multiplied significantly through out the overall construction plan.

-Focus on completing the projects as fast as possible to allow for the spaces to be open for sales and become profitable.

-Providing a high quality finished look that reflects their company’s product and standards.

1. Why do you believe retail company owners are not interested in building sustainably or for LEED certification?
2. Have you or your company worked on a LEED rated project before? If so, what were some of the difficulties encountered and how did you address them? 

3. Have you seen a significant increase in the initial cost of LEED projects in order to complete credits?

4. Have any LEED projects, from your experience, shown actual long term cost savings as a result of their more sustainable design?

5. How would you go about addressing required time for ventilation periods and commissioning to obtain LEED certification and not extend the duration of the project significantly?
6. Any other information regarding sustainable construction or retail projects that you have would be appreciated.

Thank you very much for your input

Regards,

Dan Baker

